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TO NI 
The Right Honourable; 


AND 


| Right Reverend Father in G 0 D, 


HENRY 


Lord Biſhop of L O N D 0 N,&c. 


OED H EN I was at firſt prevailed upon by the 
$* Importunity of pf try fro rom the 
publiſhing of the Enſuing Sermon, (whereof 
Your Lordſhip gave both the Subjeft and the 
Occafion,) 1 thought I could not provide ber- 
ter for my own ſecurity, thay to commit it 
zo Your Lordſhips Patronage ; Nor do the 
Subjett greater Right than to reſtore it tothe 
Honourable Perſon that entruſted Me with the Management 
thereof, with ſuch improvements as my ſmall Abilities, and the 
flender Tackling I was Maſter of,, enabled me to makg. And 1 
do not at all doubt, but that, ſmce Your Lordſhip was pleaſed to 
afford it a favourable Audience, and ſo far ſremified your Appro- 
bation of it, The ſame Goodneſs will (now that it comes abroad) 
FVouchſafe it a Gracions Look,; and not only ſo, but own and che- 


Tiſh it (however Mean and Onworthy in it ſelf) as the Off-(pring 
and Produtt of Your Lordſhips Command, and my ready Com- 


Plinnce and Chearful Obedience thereunto. It will doubtleſs re- 
| #3 7% dounh 
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Avicrd to-Your- Lordſhip's Eternal Honour - and C omfort,- (-And ' 


nor-orly the preſent, but future Ages that ſhall find the exefit 
thereof, "wilt have caſe” to bleſs You for it) That all along in 


Your Epiſcopal Viſtations, antl your moſt familiar, condeſcending, . 


and obliging Conferences with. Clergy, You have not only 
ftraitly chargd, . and, .reoommended to their: Teaching and Pra- 


#ice, both t Muy aud Diſcipline of the Church'of England; 


but alſo hawe emptoy'd them'in the” Defence” thereof.” And beſides, 
(as I have been inform'd) put ſeveral of the moſt Eminent of Tour 
City-Clergy upon. Anſwering the- Scruples, and removing the Ob- 
ftacles, wheremith the Miſchievous Fattors both of Rome andGe- 
neva have for a long timeyts. their-great, both- Spiritual and Tem- 
poral inconvenience, obſtrutted many people's Conforggity to the 
preſent Eftablifhments:* Tnſomuch, ' that if people would now but 
lay aſide their wilful prejudices;and. prepoſſeſſions,; and make uſe 
of their Eyes,and that portion of Reaſon that God has bleſſed them 
with, and carefully and ſeriouſly read the late prinied Caſes, They 


may receive ſuch ſatisfaftion, as perhaps they never yet had the . 


Opportunity to meet with before ;, and withal diſcover the groſs 
| Cheats that have been put upon them by ſuch pretended Guides as 


they have formerly made-uſe of, who did ſo hoodwink and block, - 


them wp..in.their Exrours, that they were not able ro ſee their way 
ont. But the Way is now made ſo'plain and open, that, (if they 
ll) they may eaſily extricate themſelves, and find a fair and 
well- beaten track that will conduFt them-to a ſafe Harbour,where, 
with a good Conſcience, they may ſerve God and ſave themſelves, 
I mean the Boſom. of . that Church which they have ſo long attlin d. 


and run from. . And people muſt Now .be wilfully' and Needy, 


ozne toog 


blind, that do not ſee it; and very. wanton,and humour 

that, inſtead of laying bold of ſuch opportunities and achvantages, 

as are put into their. hands, (hall complain ether of the ftraitneſs: 
or raggece of the Way, and that the Terms of Admiſſuon into 
ur 


upon that pretence with vo ſmail Noyſe, and CBemout,, mutiny, and 


petition for Tolerations, Comprehenſions, Indulgences, Diſpen ſa= 


tions, and I know not what Relaxations of the Eſtabliſhed Laws 


and Corftitutions of the Church ;, nhich mnſt needs be. of ill Con-- 
ſequence, if not Shake her Foundations, and endanger her Safety. 
RE. Whereas .. 


wrch, are ſo Dangerous and Narrow, - that they-cannot. 


mithont ſm.Conform, .(which by the . way is -a' groſs falſity) and 
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' never yet repealed, altered, or accommodated his Laws to the lufts- 


than ever ; and when the very performance of 'them gives us an ' 


mm 9 anRiy3 2.5 15> :: 
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Whereas in this licentious Age of -onrs, wherein every body” takes * 
the-liberty to believe and-ao-what. he lifts, there: 1s more need to - 
ftraiten, than .to.-ſlacken_ the Reins © of - Diſcipline. © Should our * 
Church togratifie the: Humonrs and Caprichio*s:of © a heady male- + 
contented People, let go her: Anchor, and part with her Hold, be- - 
fare She were ſecure of a ſafe Port to retreat to, 'She- would throw 
her ſelf upon uncertainties, and haraly eſcape. either being ſwal-' 
lowed up by ſome-unknown. Quick: ſands, - or. run-upon ſome dan-' 
gerous Rocks ; And beſides, expoſe.her ſelf a Prey 10 the mercy+ 
and mockery of a Foreign. Enemy, that is ready\and watchful to\ 
take .all ſuch: —_— and has 'skitl enough to improve them 
to their onn. advantage, and. to be.ſure to her.Coft- - 


We ſee God Almighty, nho is Unchangeable. in all" bis Ways;: 


and humours of any degenerate Age, but they 'remain the ſame 
Now, that they were from the Beginning ; ' And if-the World wilt. 
receive any benefit by them, it bs, pars. ap 'to-them, and not ex-: 
pett that they ſnould ſo far debaſe and depreciate themſehves as to\ 
ſtoop 19 its Lure; far this would weaken their Authority. and. 

Sanfion, and render them cheap .and. precarious. - And: though 
God Almighty does make very Merciful and.Favonrable 'Allowan- + 

ces for our unavoidatle frailties,. and irremediable infirmities; Yet © 
ro-ſuch. as offend of. Malicious Wickedneſs;. he will nor without - 

repentance and amendment, :abate any." thing. of the rigour and * 
ſtrictneſs of his. Laws... Heaven: and Earth ſhall paſs, but one + 
jot,-or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the aw, ſaith ow 
Saviour, St, Maith.'5: 18. +  And-why.ſhould it not *beghns with \ 
the Churches Laws, when confefſedly pood and 'nſeful -in" them- 
ſelves, and fured to ſerve the' great Ends:and Purpoſes of 'Reli- + 
gion? Why may they not-be the ſame in this,as in former Ages? * 
efpecially, when there 15 as much, Nay more need for them now 


- 


occaſion 10 exerciſe: and exert . ſo muny. Chriſtian Virtues, which ' 
our 'Saviour has made, Eſſential tothe profeſſion of his Retigion ; © 
ſuch as Mortification, Self-denyal,; Temperance; Patience, Meck-"* 
rſs, Humility, Modeſty, - Submiſſion and Obedience to a Lawful ' 
Authority, . with others the like ; And beſides, by inuring- us to 
Dzfcipline, it trains us up to endure hardneſs as good Soldjers of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo fits and prepares us for. our.Chriftian: War- - p” 
= | fares. 


[ag 
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* fart, and the better enables us to perform our Baptiſmal Vow of 

* renouncing the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; and Conſequently 


F$ eſs? And why may there not be, after Gods own Example,very 
| 7, and equitable allowances for ſuch as through ſimplicity, meer 


. curſt ances, (which diſcover a man's misfortune rather than hjs 
' Fanlt, and more his Weakneſs, than his Wilfulneſs,) tranſgreſs 


Whereas ſhould they be either repealed and taken ont of the way, 
| . or quite laid aſide, or made to bend to the exorbitant luſts and 
| . humours of a ſtubborn Age, and ſuch perſons and wicked people 
| . #nit, as have already more than once fiercely aſſail'd, and broken 

- down the Fences and Mounds of Diſcipline ; This wonld be ſo far 

from reclaiming them, and gaining them to the Church, that they 

would gain the Church to themſelves, and ſo gain their purpoſe 

| 200.3 and have, with the allowance of Authority, but a greater 
ſcope, and a better opportunity to reatt and perpetrate anew all 
_ their former wicked Pranks and Villanies. And to add one Cone 
ſtaeration more about this matter. New Modes and Faſhions, 
however at every turn they may ſute well enough with our Cloths, 

- yet they will hardly ſo well become the G arb and Attire of Religion, 
which, like it ſelf, the older it is, the better it is, and renders it 
the more awful and venerable; but when Religion changes its 

. Faſhion, and isever and anon appearing in a new Dreſs, the gene- 

ralty of the people are apt ro miſtake it for a New Religion, and 

ſo. it is likely to find but cold entertainment with the jealous, and 
ſuch as have for along time been otherwiſe accuſtomed ; And upon 
this very account it is not ſafe to make the experiment. And were 
we not well acquainted with their Tricks, it would make one won- 
der, That the very ſame perſons which, when Time was, exclain?d 

Jo much againſt Innovations, and alarwd the Peoples jealouſies 
F - thereby, Fonts upon a new turn of the Times ſtand and preſs ſs 
| | much. for them, to the no ſmall danger of the Government ; but 


+ 
- 
* es ae en 


zhen was then, and now is now, and they know well enough how #6 
| play the ſame Game over again under a new Diſgmſe. | 
| | But I beg your Lordſmps Pardon. for this Excurſion, and on- 
(| ly add that I heartily wiſh, that We of the Clergy would ſo far 
. conſult our-own and . the Churches. Intereſt, as all — 

a 


S ' * rends to promote our Perfettion, and facilitate our Way"ro Happi= | 
| fgnorance, bumane frailty, inadvertency, or the like pitiable Cir- 


uch Laws, without admitting any change or alteration of them? 
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and wu ( nexr 10 the Holy Scriptures ) to fludy and pra-" 
din 


Riſe, | accor 


;g to our Oath of Canonical Obedience; the Rules © © 


of the Church,. as they are plainly laid down 'in her Rubricks 


and Canons, eſpecially ſuch as immediately concern che Worſhi 
and the Adminiſtration of her Sacred Offices ; for on 
our Obligation to them, are one and the ſame 10.45 


of Go 
Rules 


ah, ſo ought our Adminiſtration to be COOE according to. + 


thoſe Rules ;, that in one and the ſame Church, we may all ſpeak. 
and do the ſame things, ana. -maph one Mind, and one Month, 
and in one Way glorifie the Father of our Lord Feſus Chri#?. 


And particularly as to the Inflance before ns, That we would 


»/e our utmoſt Care and Endeavenrs to put in praitice the Ob- 
ervation of ſuch — as the Church appoints, according 
9 the expreſs Words an 


 Tranttions of the 13th, 14th, and 


64th Canons, and the Rubrick after the' Nicene Creed. The © 
retrieving of which, almoſt loſt and forgotten Part of Diſci- - 


pline, as it was by your Lordfhips appointment, the deſign of 


the preaching, ſo ( next to my acquitting my ſelf of the fore- 


mentioned Promiſe, which Thad done ſooner, had I had the Oppor= - 
tunity of tranſcribing it before, ) "tis the deſign alſo of 7 pubs - 
ort 1n 7 


lifring the enſuing Diſconrſe;, and however I may come 


many things that might be ſaid for the juſtification of the Chur- 
ches procedure herein, as alſo in the Applicatory part thereof, : 


yet 1 hbave done my Endeavour, and hope by this publication to + 


provoke and ſtir up others of my more learned Brethren, that. - 


have been employed upon this and other. ſuch like Services, to join 


iſſue, and communicate their larger Colleftsons, and more exatt - 


aud better digefted Notions and Obſervations upon this, and 0- 


ther unuſual Subjefts, whereof ſo little has been purpoſely ſaid - 


of late days ;, that ſo the Churches Magazine may be plentifully 
Frag; richly furniſhed with Armour and Ammunition of + 
all ſorts and. ſizes, to be ready upor occaſion to be employed in - 


3ts Service, y oy Battering down of all Hereſie and Schiſm, and 


the ſubduinfand rooting out of Popery on the one hand, and Fa- 


i 


raticiſm on the other. And provided I can be any ways ſer- - 


viceable to the Churches Intereſt, and. promote the pubhck, Good, . 
and approve my ſelf to your Lord(bip and others of the wiſer 
and better Sort, I am little ſollicitons what becomes of me, as tg 


other People ;, for 1 have been-pretty well exercifd where I am 
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- and. have learnt. in #he diſebarge'of+ 'my*Duty," to'paſt-as. well 
through evil. Report 45 good Report : and am a the bet- 
, ter able to hear the.Ceuſures. and hard: Speeches of the» Envious 
| and Malicious , or ,other idle and wanton. Heads, . that uſe .j0 
. carp. at what rhey either cannot,,or will not mend... _., '  ,* . 
| '  ... God Almighty bleſs,. proteft, dire and preſerve.your Lord- 
| ſhip. in all your weighty and_ honourable Unaertakings, Ad long 
continue you, what you are, 4 great Ornament and firm Pillar of 


' the Church here Militazt,,anq,s ſure Prop' and Buttreſs x0 the 

State now regnant," till. at laſt.1t pleaſe him to tranſtate. you from | 

an Earthly to ay. Heavenly See, the Sedes Beatorum, and add you 

.to the glorious Company, of- the ApoFtles and holy Biſheps . in-the 

| TS hone Triumphant. Which is the hearty. Prayer of _ | 

il ; 6s LITRES fat QY 

_ +Novemb. the 26th EE IE, Wi ow 

I 1684, | EH areas 

| l 0 My Lord, CY I 
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Your Lordlhips maſt Obez.. 

 dient and moſt Humble + 
, . Servant, ; 
| EE. 5-: PHIL.  BROWNE. 
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BY be taſted, it were poſstble for bim, woe 
| .* Ja a We £7 wi 


U E Taskiand: Buſineſs. alfgned me at 

We / this time by the madry nn; Father 

: in God, nur much honoured fan, 

- (ir ira [Spy Hrzene Si dif 6% 55 

- Xer96#; (as S.: Jenatins ſpeaks ? * ) whon * ©ift- - 

- we opght to reverence and obey, «ac- £6 vh ſe 

cordirg to our Canonical Qath,# omnj-. 

: bes -ieitts +& boneſtis, i- 6; in all honeſt 


and. Jawt ings, ven = ypeg hip!#elf, whoſe Perſon. and. 
Uiffice he bears-w; bear wh Te ; tos): IS; 2s:yo8 all very. well 
Know, tot: mou much;every where neglefted 


2nd laid aſl e.; _ that-too, Iam -2 | by too: many of 
thoſe. who-are concerned to lock better after It; and tharis, 
the Ol ion. of ſuch; Holy Days; as are- pointed and 
commanded, by'our.Church:: -whoſePracedure: Lamto 
lltfie , ©.» 300; alſo. heartily..to-.recommend to: your utmoſt 
a An the recovery of-ſo uſeful, though almoſt 

in ome places quits forgatten part of Diſcipline. 
fl T think Fre do- better than'to take wy-riſe from 


A i Account of. St. Pauls Flag ren various oy uf ; 
;14-and Greece, .to Propagate t viſit | 
:hutches. 28. « he:had K woe. with his own ow! and con- 
rm them in the Faith. of Chriſt, doth-here-fabjoyn this as 
[2 be pede why in his: retdtn.throogh-Ajie he declined Ephe-. 


SAS would make:ſo ſhort- aſtay: in-thoſe ans A /- 
io 


W:- ,of. $6, Lxke in this Chapter of the As, who 
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/ a 4/ a 4 nent _ 


He haſted,. if it were poſſible for him, 10 be at Jeruſalem the day 
of Pentecoſt. TORE > Es 55 
| W hich ſome underſtand of St. Paul's great defire to keep 

hy it there-3s a Chriſtian Feaſt; which however tr does not ne- 


2 
ſcended upoa the apoſtles ahd: Diſtiples, that atcording. ro- 
our $4yionrs dwa Appoiritnient, were thet together with one 
Actord, in one pace, at Fersfaem x as your may ſean ac- 
cout thereof in the Second Ghapter of the 47s. 

Now -cat it be thooght, That ſuch a remarkable Event as- 
this, thut Wap attended-with ſuch Surprizing and -- aftdniſh- 
ing Citcumnſtantes,; 425 we theve :#tad of ;- ahd was of fach. 


ufatverſal and publick: Coficern ahd: Ady: to the Church, 
fhoold be-quite fo and token ho notrce of afterwards 


in-an Anniverfary Comntfterotation thereof; only at that time 
wherean it happened ? this: is not to- be conceived : for 
doubtles the Apoſtles.and Primitive Obriftiars underſtood 
themſelves-and. their Dnty ' better; for their. Rightevatheſs 
in all Inſtanceswiatfoevery was, by onr Savionr's bwnCom- 
mand, to exceed tle Righteouſneſs of the Ser ibes and Pharl. 
ſees; And-if thefe hrter-obſerved pnblick days-in teſtimony 

of their pratitude for publick Bleſſings and, Metcies received, 
{p. qreſtiog>-f-the- Apoſtles did. the. fame ;: EHe they malt 
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needs have” fallen Hort of them'as to the Expecfions of 
their gratitude, and their cightcouſneſs ig. this: poritieular 
had not exceaded the righteouſneſs of the Sc thes and - Pha- 
riſees, accorditig; to our Saviours Rule. And therefore-( do 


@ Hot at all doubt, but Early Care was taken to keep wp the 


Memory of {6 glorious a Tranſa&ion by an Angirerſary pub- 
Jick Celebration thereof, -at the Yearly returg of the: Jewiſh 
Pemreceſt ; Our Saviour baving made choice of that yery/tugc 
for the Completion of his. Promile to the Apoſtles in 1&ddifig 
them the Holy Ghoit. And this without any danger of Ju- 
bdairing, forchey obſerved it in aChriſtian Manner, and 40. 
quite different ends and purpoſes, which was enaugh qoirec 
it from fudaiſm, And therefore 1 ſay, St. ZPawt may wall 
be fappoſed here { however it is not clearly expraſſed in-Khe 
Text ) to haſten to Feruſalewr, ' for this very reaſon airang 
others, namely, to celebrate the Chriſtian Feaſt of Pexrecgf - 
which accordingly, fo far-as we have any light to guide 6, 
has been obferved by all Churches in all Ages; and particy- 
larly by our own Church, ever ifince Chriſtianity iet fodt- 
ing among us, even t0'this very day. / "249 ? 


Secondly, An other Reafon wherefore 1 imagine St. Poo! 
Tight haſten to Jerwſalem for this very purpoſe; its, That 
becauſe I oblerve all along, that'both our Saviour aud his Apo- 
Kles jn their firſt planting the Goſpel, and <1 15/9. Deen 
fſtianity, { which had its firſt riſe and beginning among the 
Fews, ) came 2s near to'them, as poflibly they conld, in ma- 
ny of their ancient Inſtitations, Cuſtomes .and Practices, 
that were not —_—— and -ceremonions. For .our Sa- 
viour being their Meffih in the firſt place, was greatly de- 
{irons, as much as might be, te -endear himſelf to-them, and 
by all means -togive them us little Offence in his Conſtita- 
tions, as was poſlitile; and thereforethath' retained ſome: of 
their .great Cuſtoms, and adopted them into this own Re- 
Hgion; and advanced them into-the moſt Solemn and Holy 


/ Sacraments. This is clear in the two Sacraments .of Bap- 


tifm and'the Lord's-Sypper, which he:borrowed from che 
Jewiſh Cuſtoms of initiating and allmitting Profelyres 'by ' 
waſhing ; and their _ -or -praftice aftor ___ | 

3 a 2 0 


EARS. . 46, 
| of diſttibntitig. Bread, -and drivking Wine:ahout-the Table - 
4n' token.of Charity and- Brotherlineſs among; them. _. And 
moreover -we rot! that he frequented their Synagagues, and 
reſorted to their Temple. at the uſual hours of Prayer ; and - 
in what Part of the Country ſaever. he was, he would be - 
ſure to be up at ark ar at their. ſolemn.Feaſts. And likes * 
brers Fprache to.their Maſter's Example did the Apoſtles ; 
2they/accominodated. and. conformed themſelves to the Jemiſ 
: Pradtice in ſeveral particular Inſtances, and. made ay ſmall 
and as few Changes and Alterations as they could; whatſo- 
ever was-.capable of being made uſcful and ſerviceable to 
the purpoſes. of Chriſtianity, they embraced and retained - 
and this with.great Wiſdom and Prudence, that they might 
: thereby the .more eaſiler gain ;them over to the Chriſtian . 
«Religion. They were far from making an irreconcileable 
Breach, ov laying: ſuch ſtumbling Blocks in their way, that 
. they might not eaſily ſtride over and come.to, them. They 
were far-from the Temper and Practice of ſome, of our, Ma- 
-dexn Reformers, who think: they cannot be far .cnough-fram 
Rome, unleſs in all things they tread Antipodes, and. be di- 
a netrically oppoſite to it. Their deſign 'was plainlp and 
.evidently to reconcile them to Chriſtianity, and to diſciple 
them into the Religion, of, the. Holy Jeſus: And therefore 
they - would be as little offenſive to. them, as. pollivly, they 
could; bat complyed with them, as-far as they might with 
faferty, provided no prejudice redounded: thereby to Chrifſti- 
- anity, which they were not only to-ſpread ang propagate, 
, bur to ſecure: from the Jewiſh Leaven. © - 
Now Time whether generally or particularly. cogſigeres, 
whether taken. in the ;whole- 'or.3n the parts, is. indifferent 
© and common to all Religions, and-neither,;Morally gaod 
-nor bad in it felf, but accordingly. as it is clothed. with Cir- 
 :car:ſtances, and join'd: with, and.affected by gopd or bad 
-things; and provided it be freed.from the Jemilh, Supcrſti- 
tions and Obſervances, -it may ſafely be apptycd to Chrjiti- 
an Uſes. And it being -apparent-that. it was both our.Savi- 
ow's and his Apoiles delign to recede frqam the: Jews as Lit- 
. tle as they could, and give them-as- few Exceptions-as were. 


#: 


Palſjble, ,op purpoſe; thag, Chriſtianity might find the .caſiex 


Reception; - 
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| Reception and Entertainment among them, we are morally, 


as certain as wecan be, in a Matter whereof there isino-ex- 
preſs account in Scripture, that they did: without ary $cruple 
io far comply with. the Jews, as to inltitute and- obſerve 
ſome of the Chriſtian Feaſts at the very time that the Jews 


obſerved theirs ; and particularly the Feaſt of © Pexteco#7 ;- 


and conſequently, that St. Paw! might ( not without reaſon ) 
be here Jaid to makes haſt to. Jeru/aler, to obſerve the Chri- 
ſtian PemecaFh 


Thirdly, Jerufalem was the Plice where Chriſtianity firſt 
took its beginning, made its firſt entrance into the World, 


-and being there confirmed and-eftabliſhed, was from thenre 
-to be: derived into all other Parts of the World; as as Pro- 
Pheſied concerning it, /a. 2:3. . Out of-Zion ſhall go forth 


the Lam, and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem. And 'tis 
there exprelly ſaid, that this- ſhall be in-the laſt Days, that 


is, in, our Saviour and Apoſtles time, when. the Jewiſh Occo- 
-nomy was come to-Its laſt Period. 2 
.; Now, I ſay, if. Chrifcianity was to-have .its beginning 


and firſt eſtabliſhment at Fers/alem ( as-it-certainly- had) 
then doubtleſs about the fame time care was taken by:.the 
Apoſtles, that thoſe Obſeryations, which were to be the 
conſtant Attendants of it, and conduced fo much to the pre- 


ſervation and continuation of the outward viſible Profeſſion - 


thereof; and to its Solemnity, aud fo were of univerſal con- 
cern ;. ſhonld together with-it have their Inſtitution arid O- 


. Tiginal too --that by the conſtant uninterrupted: Uſe ' and 
- Pratice thereof, the fix{t Cliriſtians being inured'to, and 
confirmed in them, they might paſs into a Cuſtom, and.ſo 
be the more ealily and certainly- thence derived, together- 


with Chriſtianity it ſelf, into the other Parts of the World, 
upon the Diſperiipnof the-Chriſtians at the fo famous Siege 


-and Deſtruction of Jernſzkwm. And therefore the: Apoſtle 


here might well delire-£o - make fo much-haſt to+Jemeſolem 
at the time of Pentecoſt, to confirms the Chriftians-in the uſe 


and obſervation - of This, as well as other Chriſtian-Uſages, . 

. that werz tobe the Vehicles and Conſeryatories of the Chvi- 
ſtan Rehgion,.and the, chief and, moſt: gemarkable Pallages 
thereof. me Ang. 
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ther in Scripture tell us 19, 1 anſwer, that neither does itaſ- 
fpa-any other reafan of this hafting thither, nor are the rea- 
ſons which others bring for it at all mentioned, and there- 
fore why not this, as well as others, or rather why not-this 
.tdgether with others, Sace they are no way inconſiſtent, as 
[ have made appear? _ 

But in-truth this 15 na Objection at all, for Scripture takes 
no notice of many other things which we allow -of at this 
.day to be (Cif not of divine, yet ) of Apoſtolical appoint- 
tnent, and without doubt had the ſame Original, but have 
-no where in Scripture any direct and Warrant or 
poſitive Inſticntion, Sack as Infant Baptiſm , Womens re- 
ceiving the Sacrament 'of the Lord's Supper, and the obſer- 
vation of the Lord's-Day, .together with fome others which 
are nnder no fpeci?l Command- at all, but to be collected 
from ſome obſcure Paſſages, and By-hints and Intimations 
in Scripture, compared with the conſtant Tradition and n- 
niverſfal praCtice of the Church, both in that, and after-Ages;; 
whereof 'we have a good . and clear account in ſuch Pri- 
mitive Writers, as :God — Providence has handed 
down to us, for-our better {1atisfaftion in theſe Natters, 
whereof no:danbt is ito be made. 


-Feurthly, To render the thing yet more probable, 1 in- 


fer $t. Pmal's defire 10 obſerve this particular Feaſt, which 


my Text points at, from what he in expreſs Words dos 
Yeclare, dp. 1B. 21. v. concerning the Feaſt of the Paſs- 
-over - 'where having; been ſollictt w Priſcille and Aquila 
to'tarry tonger at . Epheſus, the Text ſays, he conſented nor, 
but 4x them:farewel, faying, 1 muſt needs by all means keep this 
Feaſt that cometh 41 Jeraſalem. Where:you ſee, that he -0- 
pauly owns and :decleres 'his Intention and Reſ6lution to 

ep the 'Feaft of the Paſs-over, which he there-calls, +] 
Foxls the Feaſt ; which to 'be Tare he meant not in the 
Jewiſh but Chriſtian ferſe 3 for the Jewiſh obſervance -there- 
of, together with all the: Atoſcich Rites and Geremonies, 


'were a. mtr i that abrogated, and their Obli- 


aLon - 0 be: void and-auy, by-a. Bynodigal De- 
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crete at Feruſalem , as the 15h of 4s plainly tells us; 
'..Now ſince he givesthis here as the foke n where- 
fore he parted with them fo ſoon; and took*his leave'of them, 
I would fain know what -Abfardity or Inconvenience would 
enfue upon it,” if we-aſlert, that the fame Reaſon that fray- 
ed St. Paul at; this. time, and made him leave his: beloved: 
Companions ſo ſoon, might alſo prevail with - him at the 
time our Text ſpeaks of, ro: make haſt to Jeruſalem, purpoſe- 
ly to kgep the Chriſtian Feaſt of Pemecoft alſo; there being as. 
good reaſon for the one as the other. (7.5 LOR 
' And indeed this laſt quoted place is ſo plain for the -Ob-- 


ſervation of the Chriſtian Paſsover,the ſame with onr Eafer,. 


that had it occurr'd to:my thoughts-before. I had made ſome. 
Entrance and Progreſs.into my Text, I ſhouldCit's likely)have 
made: it the Foundation of my Difcourſe, ard ſo la: pun 
moreorderly with the Feaſt of Eaſter, which in Time is before 
it; bur it will come all to the ſame thing at laſt; and therefore. 
I would not alter my firſt purpoſe, and. begin anew.. and fo. 
give my ſelf anew tronble. | KEEt 
| Having thus tyade good my Hypothefis, andeſtabliſhed it 
pon ſuch Reaſons as carry as fair a probability with thetn "a5: 
any other, and ſo by the way in ſome Meafire, juſtified the 
obſervation of one particular Feaſt of or Church, to wit, 
Pemecoft, or Whitſunday, which my Text gave me an occaſion 
to treat firſt of, and which I may again take notice of in the 
ſequel of my Diſcourſe ; I hope I ſhall 'not be cenſured as- 


trifling and impertinent for recommending; to d you this Texr 


n this Occaſion, having ſufficiently dear 


ed and evinced' 
the ſutableneſs thereof thereunto. And therefore from what 
hath been already ſaid, I ſhall proceed to a more general 
Conſideration, and ſhew you-conicerning this, &s well -as other. 
Holy. Days appoimed by. our Charch,. HY 


Firſt, The Lawfalneſs of thent; 

Secondly,. Their. great V/cfulnre/s ; | 

Thirdly, The Reſpe&# and Efteern that we are to give them, 
and the Accomm we are to make of them; And . a 

Fourthly, and laftly, Apply all, and preſs yau to a due Ob-- 
ſervation of R 505 

| But. 
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--But'before Tenter upon the Firſt of theſe, it may not be 
aniſs to declare, ponds are here to' underſtand by H 
Days, and what Haly' Days we mean, for there are many 36 - 
called which are not allowedin our Calendar. +? 
.. Now as for the word,” Holy, if we look 1nto _ we 
ſhall. fiad,, That when it is applyed to Perſons, Times, and - 
Things, it isall -one with being ſeparate, and fet apart to 
God- and Religious Uſes, and is oppoſed to Common; Whar 
God hath Cleanſed, that call. not thow Common, As 10.15. 
Holy Days then are thoſe which are :tzken out 'of Common; 
days, and by a ſpecial deſignation are ſeparated to Gods:Holy 
Service and Worfhip, either by Gods own Appointment, or: 
by Holy Churches Dedication. Of which ſort are all the 
Sundays in the Year, and all thoſe other holy days both Faſts. 
and Feaſts ( for there are holy Faſtsas well as holy Feaſts). 
which our Church hath ſingled ont, and-ſer apart, and-dedi- 
cated to holy Jurpoſes, nd the Solemn Service and Warſhip. 
God, and enjoyn'd to be obſerved with all due- 
care and ſolemnity. For a particular account whereof (for / 
I ſhall-not now.-name them all-to you) I fhall ; refer. you to 


the Tables after 'the Calendar in .your:Books of Common: 


Prayer; as;; containing the -only . Days: appointed by our: 
Church to be kept: holy. - And they all rehate either to:onr 
Lord, and the moſt remarkable Paſſages of his Life, .to wit, 
his'Birth; his Circumcifion ; his Manifeſtation by a Star ; ! 
his Preſentation in the Temple ; his Forty.. Days-Faſt ;; his: 
Death, ReſurreCtion, - Aſcention-:and - Miffion-:of the + Holy : 
Ghoſt, .the Lord and Giver of life; And. that which enfaed; 

| , the' Notice. of the Ever Bleſſed;Glorious, and: In- . 
comprehenſible Trinity ; Moſt of which are the Articlestof . 
our Creed; . Or they relate to the Angel's Meflage 'toithe - 
Bleſſed Virgin Aary, the Mother ofour Lord; for his.joyful-: 
and happy news of a Saviour to be born into the World ; 


-or to our Saviours fore-runner John the Baptiſt ;/ or to. St. 


Michael and the bleſſed Angels, who are miniſtring Spirits 
ſent forth to .miniſter for them, who ſhallbe Heirs 'of Sal- 
vation ; or to the. ſlaughter d Innocents; the ProtoMartyr 
U- Stephen; and to.the holy Apoſtles in. particular, ;and all 
bleſſed Saints in general, now in Heayenz whoſe Memories 
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| wEdeſervedly celebrate and preſerve here aponEarth;mit! 
| Hlemn Thanks to- Almighty God that . made thens-the bleſ- 
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ſed Inftruments of planting, confirming! and -propagati 
the Goſpetof Chriſt both in therr Lives and by their Deaths, 
and aIfo renowned Examples and Patzerns'of Chriſtian Pie- 
xy and Vertue. ' Allwhich are- fuck Holy' Dsys; as'from the 
tirhe of their ſeveral Tiſtitutions have been univerſally: ob- 


ſerved, and own'd by all Apoſtolical Churches in the World; 


and thoſe of them that immediately-relate- to our Saviour, 
are of original and '1jmmemorial Uſage, to be dure in this 
Ghurch of ours, when. no time can be afſigned;: wherein 
-they were not'obſerved, unleſs it were in onr late 'miſera- 
"ble times of Confuſion, when there was neither Church, nor * 
fo much as the face of Religion amongſt ns, but what was 
-minted out of the fantaſtick Brains of a few-leading faftions 


Separatifts, who ( as. Hoſea ſpeaks of ' the Church'of T/rael) Hv. ;. 4. 


abode many days without a King, and- without a Prince, 
-and without a Sacrifice, -and-without an Image, and without 
-an Ephod; and withont a Teraphim. INOS 

Now concerning the Obſervation of the. Lord's-day in 
particular ( commonly called Sunday) we have beſides: the 


. natural Juſtice of the thing, that there ſhould-:be ſome-de- 


terminate time ſet apart, among the Chriſtian Community, 
For the” publick Worſhip of God; I ſay, beſides: this, we 
"have the Antiquity and Authority of that Apoſtolical Or- 


 -der recorded, 1. Cor. 16, 1, implicitly and collaterally at 


leaſt eſtabliſhing it, wherein+ St. Paul gives: order ' t6_ the 
-Church of Corinth, as he had done before to the Churches 
'of Galatia, to make their Colleion for the - Saints 'on; the 
firſt day of the Week ; { the-very day on '\which they uſed 
to Aſſemble for the # pms Worſhip of God, as appears 

upon the firſt day of the Week; when 
the Diſciples - came together to break Bread, Par/'preached 


-«Unto them Y for ( as St. C bryſoftom well argues *" where- ChryſoR. in x. 
fore ſhould St. Paul appoint that day to the Churches of Ga Gor. 15. Her. 
1atia and Corinth, for the laying by in ſtore as God had pro- 43: 


Fpered them 3 but that that day by the Reſt it afforded, ( and 
may add; by the conveniency-of their aflembling'together) 
Tn CPP De} AEGIS 
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ſing-it 'remembred, and the ſacred Offices, that were per- | 
formed in-.it, 'was-apt- to. incite. them*to-a- more chearful 
and liberal Contribution. | ed ot 
- \ This was the day that our. Saviour honoured wich his Re-. 
furre&ion, apt thereby: gave occaſion-'for -;its beifg ſet a- 
part ;: And alſo on this Day it was, that he uſually appeared. 
to his Diſciples and Apoſtles after his ReſurreCtion ; parti- 
cylarly, to ary Magdalen and the other Women, and to. 
the two Diſciples- that went to Emars :' in the Evening of 
which Day, after ſome Diſcourſe at a diſtance, he made. 
himſelf known te them in breaking. of Bread , that is, he 
diſcovered himſelf by ad miniſtring; his laſt .Supper to them, . 
juſt in the fame manner that they had ſeen him do. it the 
Night before: his Paſſion ;- which could not but bring him 
ro mind; - and 'convince. them that he- was the very ſame 
Perfon that was riſen from the Dead, _as you may ſec Luke, 
24-1, 15-30: ;And on this Day it was that he met his aſ- 


- {embled- Diſciples, when the Doors-were fic; and on the. 


{ame Day eight days after, he met them again, when 7ho- 
mas was with them ; as you may ſee, Fohy, 20 19. 26. Which 
together -. with the ufdeniable. Cuſtom . of all Churches 
throughout; alli Ages, ( for which-we have a whole Cloud-or 
Witneſs, the concurrent: Telimonies of ſuch .Writers as 
in-ſeveral Ages have” given an account of this-Matter, ) are. 
all of them Arguments beyond all Contradiction, and War- 
rant little leſs than divine, that it is to be eſteemed Conle- 
crate, and ſet apart; to the Worſhip.of God. Aud then the 


_ force which;the: fourth Commandment in Equity bears, that 


what {ime is: ſet; apa or conſecrated to-God , ſhould-be 
danCtified, 5. e.-ſpent to theſe ſeparate Parpoſes and-Untents . 


- for which.it was ſet apart, (which is the meaning of ſan- 


Qifying or .keeping holy any time ) ſufficiently and beyond 
all Evaken enjoyns.1t to be kept holy,it having once been ſer 
apart, as;bas tefore been proved. And-certainly it muſt needs 


' be an Argument of a yery prophane; worldly and unchriſti- . 


ag Spirit, aox to afford God this Day free from ſenſual Plea- 
ſures and-worldly Cares: or Labours ; wherefore, I ſay, the 
keeping -holy of the Lord's-Day is not to be queſtioned. 
And. I would bays.no Man flatter himf{clf, that he 1s a devout 
| nt | Chriſtian, 
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ſh Chriſtian, who uſcth either by Idlerefs or Pleaſures, or tn- 

neceſſary, worldly Bufineſs, to praphane-what the Church, 
"WY and (ſeeing that the Church has done it- by' good Wartanr - 
I and Power tranſmitted to her by Chriſt, what ) God' him- _ 
4. felf hath allowed : Works of Charity or Mercy, are Adts of 
c Holineſs; . and Works of Neceſlity, ſo far forth as they are 
0: ſo, arg Works of Mercy ; and then doimg of theſe when due 
of Occaſion requires, is rather ſanCdtifying, than unhallowing the 
le. Eord's-Day, ( elſe St. Pant had done Il! to, make choice of 
e this Day for the waking up their Poors Coltettions ) and if 
i they be done ont of duty to God and in his fear, we haye his 
64 Warrant for the doing. of them ; who tells us ig fach Ca- 
n ſes, that he will have Mercy, and not Sacrifice, St: Marth, 
1 £. & 13. Ve * - : 4 pe 
: - As for the other Holy-days, they ſtand upon the fame 
4 Bottom with Sundays, to wit, the Authority of the Church; 
e. 2nd are all of them either of Apoſtolical or Eccleſiaſtical 
"0 Inſtitntion ; and ſome of them at keaft can plead the ſame 
h Antiquity, and. run up their Pedigree as high, or” very near 
G the ſame time j PONTOny Eaſter, Whit ſanday, the Epipha- 
ze ny, Chriftmas, the Dnadrageſimal, or Lent Faft ; the. holy 
Me Week before Exfter, commonly called Paſſion | Week, and 
© |} CGood-Friday in particular ; which are all very ancient, and 
= were PIEY pratiſed in the. very firft Ages of the 
> Church.” gee = | 
T * And patticelarly, to begin with the Primum Mobile-6f all 
oY our Chriſtian Feaſts, the principal Feaſt of Zafter, the An- 
i naal Commemoration. of our Lorts ReſurreQion ; what-I. 
S ſpoke before concerning the great. probability of the Apo- 
< ſtolical Inftitution and Obſervation of the Chriftian Pexte- 
q toft or Whirſjenday, is with Fea] certainty applicable \tv 
t the Paſchal Feaſt or Feaſt of Eafter.; for as I ſhewed you be- 
"J fore from Aﬀs 18.'21, St; Paul expreſly . y$ concerning it 
E 7 niuſt by all means keepthis Feaſt ;. which catinot be underſtood 
bh in a Jewiſh ſenſe,/for both he, and the reſt. of. the Apoltles 
E knew yery well, \that oor Saviour had put an end to all ſack 
z. king of  Fewyſh Qbfervations by his death, .yuponi the Croſs, 
: when alt that edngerind the Femiſh Oeconomy, was finiſhods. 
6 and the Vaiil-of the verge 'rent in” twain} and _— 

| 2 _ they 
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they. not only declared, but .decreed againſt them : and for 
Re oe al this, to have obſerved it in the Jewiſh manner, 
Thad been-in effect,. to. have denyed our Saviour. to be come 

i the Fleſh, and to have ſuffered and dyed for us - And 
therefore it muſt-neceſſarily be. meant * of the Chriſtian Paſs- 
'over, -or.our Eaſter, which St.. AuguFin' * will have to 
bear date with the Reſurreftion of Chriſt's ſelf), and if o, 
then it muſt be at leaſt fifty days older than Pentecoſt, Nay 
more, he tells us in his 119 Epiltle, That it. was our; Saviour 
himſelf that. inſtituted and deCclared it to be kept holy, and 
'by virtue of it all the Sundays of the Year beſides, being 
for this. Cauſe, called by the Apoſtles the Lord's-Day *,and 
by the Fathers Gods own Exfter *, the Queen of Feaſts, the 


Natien. Orar, higheſt of all Feaſts, and the Feaſt of Feaſts *, &c. And by 


them and our own Church, the Day which the Lord hath 
4 made. And to be ſure in the Age. immediately ſucceeding | 


Plalms = x4. the Apoſtles, we find the Obſervation thereof both enjoyn- 
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ed and pratiſed, as appears by the eighth Canon of the A- 
Poſtles, which commandsevery Biſhop, Presbyter and Deacon 
to. celebrate after the Vernal Equinox, 7W. «xar 77, adxa #: 
#4ezy, the holy. Eafter.day, and the ſixty .ninth ,Canon does 
the ſame. ,. And for -the practice thereof, the old. famous 
Quartodeciman or Paſchal Controverſie, between the Aſia- 
tick and Weſtern Churches,. ( wherein St. Poljcarp, whia 
was one of St. Foh?s Diſciples, and ordained by bis Biſhop 
of Smyrna, was perſonally concerned with his Contemporary 
Anicetks then Biſhop of Rome ) abqut the punctusl time , of 
obſerving Eaſter, .( which began {6 early and laſted ſo long, 
to the great diſturbance of the. Church.) doth fully evince 
it, and is alſo an indelible Mark of its Antiquity. ' For the 
ending of which Controve! Lys among Other reaſons, the Em- 
Peror ConFanine ſummon'd the firlt. General Council. of. 
Nice, . which ordained Eaſter to be. kept, on- one and the 
ſame. day throyghout. the. World , not. according, to.the 
Fewjſb; account, but upon the Lord's-Day, as we now ob- 
ferve. it. And this. Decree he ratified and publiſhed .in_his 
Imperial Letter to all the Chriſtian Churches, recorded by 
Enſecbius in_his life ; wherein treating vel. 75s 75 adga £10: 
1414 9iegs, about the moſt holy Day, of Eſter, he pres 

. Wh 


| Paſſion Week, or Holy Week before: Eafer, 
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ſays, that we. have received this, venerable-Feſtiyal from... 
our Saviour, as that by which we hold the hope of lmmor- Conf. in By. ad. 
IC Eat ES EDT RIS; - wm. Ecch, : 
| And in the ſame Epiſtle, he likewiſe takes .notice ofthe Exſeb. Pk 
deophra rycciar;, the determinate fixt.Lent Faſts, as prepara- / Coni?. Lbs - 
tory thereunto, which wete alſo enjoyned under a Penalty 3&7 be 
to be obſerved both-by the Clergy and- Laity. in the ſixty 
ninth Apoſtolical Canon, which expreſly mentions Th# &yi-. 
ar Traragaxoflu, the holy Quadra elimal. or Lent.-Faſt » toge- 
ther with the 7edſa'y Tagzoxivar which. doubtleſs includes. , 
and denotes, as well the annual-Lent Faſt. of Aſbwedreſday 
and Good-Friday, as well as the. weekly Wedneſdays and Fri-. 
days Faſts, as both in uſe, and under Eccleſiaſtical InjunQi-. 
on even in theſe early Days, and accordingly has.. been - 
obſery*d. all along,  and-. {till continues to be. ſo -in. our . 
Church. fn | | 
- And to conclude this particular, it may-:not be amiſs .to-; 
add what paſſes under the Name of Jgzarins in an. a (704 
to the Philippians, but indeed:is judged by. ſome learned Men 
to. be of a much later date, .and annexed. to- his Epiſtles in - - 
the time of the Emperor Azaſtaſizs, about the year. 510. bur . 
however is old enough to ſpeak for it ſelf, and. atteſt the, 
ancient Uſe of this, and ſome other. both Faſts. and. Feaſts. 
of the Church ; which, becauſe it particularly makes men-. 
tion of 1 will give you the very Words; Tas vyles ui duds. 
iſs, TW Traragaxoc ls wh WEvdereils, -piunow Ya! nreubxe. Ts T6 Tenat. Ed. ad" 
Kugets moxi[tias * 149]2 Thu, Ts wdlss iBSomdde uh nacyeg1e THAN prir iis, md 
x} waegoneviy ricivorſes * Ur Tis xuptaciu 3 La fiCe]er mnckver, (wh yo; 
ivds oabbdrts 73 ndgya) xgisoxÞores briv..o Where you. ſee 
that the. Author whoſoever. he wag, after. he had ex- 
horted both Clergy and Laity ( for. the Epiſtle reſpedts. 
both ) not-- to--ſlight, contemn, diſhonour or.. profain the . _ 
Feaſts and Faſts of the Church; he deſcends to- particulars. - 
and takes notice of the Quadrageſimalor Lent: Faſt, as. the..- 
Copy of out Lord's Converſation here upon. Earth ; of the. - 
| - and therein of - 
the fourth day, or the Fed wherein our Saviour was. - 
betrayed, and Good: Friday calledthe Tazgawi the Paraſceye, . 
becauſe 1t was the Day. of the Jewiſh preparation, in which : 


OBL..:. 


. 232, 


-otr Saviour ſuffered : for which reaſons the welly Wear®/- 
days and Fridays throughout the Year have beer obſerved 88 
Days of abſtinencegeven from the beginning to.this very DaY- 

| Aﬀter which, Karel with the -Lord's-Day, he makes ex-. 

- preſs mention of the Paſ3-oyer or Paſchal Feaſt,” the ſame 
with our Eafter. | 

I ſhall not need to defcend lower and fſhew you concern- 
ing thefe Paſchal both Fafts and Feafts, what ſucceeding Fa- 
thers'and- Councils fay of them ; your own Studies and rea- 
ding will furniſh you better than I can. | | 

And *tis further remarkable, that many of the Ancients 
that "take notice of Eafter'and the preceding Lent Faſts, 
make mention alfo of Perrecoſ# or Whitſunday as ſubſequent - 

@e#. 1.15, therennto, and depending, upon 1: 3 whoſe Obſervation like- 
wiſe is im wemorkal.” The Author of the Queſtions and Anſwers 
* vid. Tertul, 1h Juftin Martyr, tells us, That Ireneus made mention of it 


de Idol.c. 14,p. in a Book which he wrote concerning Eaſter, now loſt. 


94+ & de Cor. And * Tertullian does the ſame in ſeveral Places of his Wri- 
; Le pony de tings. And ſoafter him does Origen in his eighth -Book a- 
THR 19:þ. garnſt Celſius, where he vindicates the Chriſtian Obfervati- 
on of Eafter and Whit/anday, 'and the Paraſceye or Good- 
Friday, together with the other Feaſts of the Church, from 
being at all concerned'in that place of St. Paul, Gal. 4. 10. 
where he blames the Jadaizing Galatians for obſerving Days, 
and* Months, and Times , and Years, meaning after the 
.- Fetpiſh" manner, and *tis'alſo taken notice of þy ſeveral 0- 
.  thers of the Ancicbte, too .many to be here recited at. this. 
time, if I had had them allbyime. . + Pie 
The Feaſt of the Epiphany in Memory of that Miraculous 
Appearance of the Star at our Saviour's Birth, which guided 

* Hom. 23. de the. Wiſemen'to Chriſt ; and of the, glorious Manifeſtation 


-Baptimo Chri- of the Holy' Trinity-at. tis Baptiſm, has the- like Suffrages 


#4, rom. 1..Þ. from Antiquity., and particularly from .St. Chry/ſoſton and - 
—_—_ St. ace, who tells us in his. 324 Sermon. de GC that 
the Solemnity of this Day was known thronghout the whole 
World, ar generally obſerved, except by. the Donatiſts, 

who ( lays be). Would .g9t Keep. 25 heraule Lhey were. Schif- | 

matichs, and loved gr Unity, and bacauſe they. hated.the Ea-. 

ltern Church where The Star appearcd. , 
; An 


Es {Ca 5) d<% 
And. fidm. this, Feaft of the -Epjpheny, we tiny: well and 
FF y colleCt. the AnCIEnL Obſervation, of | Chriſtmas in 'Me- 
.mory.of.our Saviaur's Natzvity, which 'for a long-time in 
the £«/: paſt, wnder: the ſame Name; aridias'ss probable; was 
obſerved in Feavary,: till receiving; light 'from the Wefterr: 
"Churches, they - changed :it't0 the 251b pf : December; '* And 
St. Chryſoftom hints as much, * where he tells us, That it was 
not at. that time above ten Years that it began to be obſer- 
ved on that.day at, Antioch; which, hinders-nat but- that it 
might be obſerved long defore ; for{{o:it 'was under an'o- 
ther Name. And the faine Father teils us, That the keep- 
ing of Chriſt mas-Day was ancient even from the firſt-times, 
and That the Church now kept the true Day, and ſays far- 


ther, that the keeping of this is one of the ſigns of onr love x 


to Chriſt. And St. Auguſtin, (4 very ſufficient Voucher 'in 
theſe matters) in his 119 Epiſtle, takes notice of it 2$'a 
Practice long before his time, and fayyThat it 'was the 
Cuſtom of Holy Church to keep this day upon the 253th 'of 
| December. Which if ſo, then it may, for ought we know, 
be as ancient as any of the reſt; for we myſt not conceiye, 
that every holy Day had.its firſt Original only then, when 


we find it firſt mentioned by. any Anthor; for many ancient” 


Writings -are loſt, and thoſe that. aye \extant;might not 


have occaſion to take notice'of them, till a long time after 
their Inſtitution - the conſtant Praftice- and unimerrupted- 


Tradition of the Church for many Ages paſt, which has 


handed them.down even-t0iour Times, is Authority enonch. - 
for what we do in this watter, or any thing-ele of the Tike - 
yature, though there were.not\any Author extant'to-give bs - 


2N account thereof, - 


And as-for the reſt of the Holy<ays obferved by-our : 
Church, ( which I cannot now fiand ro” infilt on particu- - 
larly, as requiring ;a Book rather than'ia Sermon JVyou-may | 
be fire, that whether ſooner -or I-ter; they had an Etdeſi--- 
aſtical Inftitution- at leaſt, and were. yecaived in” all offer : 
Churches beſjdes our own. And ſince it is. very well Known, 
that in the very firſt Ages of the Primitive Church, the - 
Memories of the Martyrs had their Anniverſary Solenwitics, 
we. may .well think that they would not-forget ——_—y 

ok: 
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of the Apaltics,” who-(' next to ont Saviour }) were the firſt 
nd chief:Founders*and Planters of the Chriſtian Religion, 
whictrevery one of 'them, except St. Jobn, ſealed with their 
,blood.'- And of ſuch only: it is'that our- Church: takes 'nd- 
tice-in her:Calendar of Sainrs; which admits none but thoſe, 
:of. whoſe Sainmſhip:not the:leaſt” doubt can'be made, -with- 
out any further inquiry into' their' Originals. 'And Tam apt 
10+ think the praftice itſelf of ſetting apart certain Days 
. For the Celebration of. the Memories of the Apoſtles, whs b*- 
.gun: by' the Auchority: of ; ſome of the ſurviving Apoſtles 
. them(ſclves ;| and as occaſions: preſented,” was.in like manner 
follow:d' and continued by the ' Church afterwards ; which 
* . could not but think it reaſonable to do all poſfiible honour 
to their Memories, who with ſych Chriſtian Gallantry and 
Heroiſm laid down their Eives for their Religion ;- partly, 
that others might be encouraged ito the like - Patience and 
Fortitude; andtly, that Virtue even in this World might 
not want its Reward. 
. However,-if any. doubt be made of their Original Inſtitu- 
tions, St. .Auguſtir's Golden Rule may well take place here, 
Que Unjver/a tenet Eecleſia, nec Conciliis inſtitutum, ſed ſem- 
per -retentum eff, non niſi Autoritate Apoſtolica traditum _ 
ſime creditur., that whatſoever the Univerſal Church holds, 
and always has done; if it appear not to have been decreed 
by any Councils, is moſt rightly believed to have been de- 
. livered by the Authority of the-holy Apoſtles themſelves. So 
that all ancient. and general .Ufages, whoſe:beginnings are 
nnknown, are by thisRule to be Teſolved into an A\poſtoli- 
..cal Inſtitution:; which ts Warrant enough for the obſervati- 
on of any other Feaſts or Faſts of our Church, of whoſe ©- 
-riginal we have no account.” And ſince Chriſt himſelf who 
-St, Math. c.2 at his. departure hence aſſured his Apoſtles, That all Power 
28.13. | was given-to him .in-Heaven and in Earth, did delegate and 
commit at leaſt-fo much of it to them and their'Succellors, 
as was- neceſſary. for- the regulating and governing of his 
. . Church, which he had -intraſted. with them in his abſence, 
and. promiſed £o be-with them in the adminiſtration there- 
of to the end of the World; -what need any: queſtion be 
.made :cither of the-Authority or Lawfulneſs of ales 1 
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- days 2s our Church recommends to our Obſeryance, ſince 


quently of neceſlary and —— Obligation. 


(17) 
ſhe has Power by virtue of the ſaid Commiſſion, to inſtirute 
. and ſet _ any Other Days to holy and religious Uſes, 
that ſhe ſhall ſee very good reaſon for ? And this will ob- 
lige me. to take notice ( beſides the holy Days before ſpo- 
-ken of, which are common with us to other Churches ) of 
three more peculiar to this Church and Nation of ours, and 
' may therefore well be ſtiled National or MunicipalHoly-Days, 
in contradiſtinCtion to the reſt,becauſe they concern us alone;” 
and they are the fifth of November, the thirtieth of Javna- 
ry, and the twenty ninth of May; which are by no means 
to be forgotten by us, they being the publick Memorials of 
the various and moſt remarkable Proyidences of Almighty 
-God to theſe. Churches and Kingdoms, either in a way of 
Mercy to excite our moſt folemn Thankſgivings ; or in a 
way of Judgment to humble us for our Sins, and conſtrain 
us to the publick Expreſſions thereof, and the viſible teſtifi- 
-cations of our Repentance, by weeping, faſting and- pray- 
ing : which we are under an obligation to obſerve as well as 
any other of the reſt before-mentioned for they have not on- 
ly an Eccleſiaſtical but a Civil, both Inſtitution and San&i- 
on, for they are enjoyned by ACt of Parliament. And in- 


deed ſo are all the reſt; for at the beginning of our Refor- 


mation, they were all confirmed and eſtabliſhed by an A&@ 
of Parliament in the 5:6 and 6th year of King Edward the 
ſixth; which particularly fets forth what Holy-Days are to 
be obſerved, the very ſame that we obſerve at this day. 
Which Act though it was afterwards repealed by the firſt of 
Queen Aary, yet it was virtually and intentionally at leaſt 
revived by the firſt of King Fames, which repealed that of 
Queen Mary. And though I find fame make a Query up- 
on it, there is no doubt but all our Holy-days are fully and 
amply reſtored by the A for Uniformity, in the 14th of 


-OUr ent Gracious King, ( whom God long preſerve ) 
which comprehends and takes in the whole Body of the 


Book of Common-Prayer, together with the Calendar, Ta- 


bles, Rubricks, and whatſoever elſe is contained in it, and 


makes it as good Law, as any other whatſoever, and conſe- 


Having 


* Ep, 118> 


£g0/ 


(18) 

Having ſaid thus much, and more than I thonght to . have, 
done at firſt, concerning our Holy-Days, and ſhewn you 
their Authority and Warrant from the Practice of the Apo- 
{ſtles and Primitive Church, from whom doubtleſs. they re- 
ceived their Inſtitution ; .I have in a good meaſure preven- 
ted my inquiring into, | 

The lawfulneſs of them, ( the firſt General propunded to 
be diſcourſed of) to which . I ſhall not ( to avoid being te- 
dious_) add much more at preſent z for who ſhall be ſo bold, 
as to. queſtion the Lawfulneſs of that which the Univerſal 
Church has all along received and entertained ? Should St. 
Auguſtin now ſtart out of his Grave,he would according to his 
own Rule, preſently doom that Man to Bedlam, that ſhould 
be ſo hardy at this time o'th* day ; Iniquiſſime inſanie eb 
( ſaith he * ) exi/timare non refte fiert quod: ab univerſa Eccle- 


ſia fit. 1. e. *tis the moſt unreaſonable madneſs in the world, 


to think that that is not lawfully and rightly done, which, 
1s practiſed by rhe Univerſal Church. 
But notwithſtanding this, there are in our Age ſprung vp 


a Generation of Men, of heady, ungovernable, factious, di-. . 


viding Spirits, that like the Aerians of old ( a brain-ſick ſort, 
of Hereticks ) will neither feaſt nor faſt with our Church, 
but are diſlatisfied with every thing ſhe docs, and call every. 
thing into queſtion, which ſhe either recommends or en- 
joyns, though never ſo innocent. .and juſtifiable 1n it ſelf. 
They are always finding fault , and love to make holes 
where there are none, and will be ſtarting Objections, and 
creating Doubts and Scruples moſt of. all where there is 
the leaſt need. And if they can find but a Scripture that 
in outward ſound and appearance chimes to their think- 
ing, they will be ſure to lay violent hands on it, and forci- 
bly preſs it in to their Seryice, -as an unavoidable excepti- 
on. to what they are reſolved to oppoſe. As for-purpoſe,. 
they will in no wiſe allow the Obſervation of our Holy-days 
to.be lawful ; though by: the way I know no Comnand 1n, 
Scripture, wherein they, are forbidden, which is enough to 
make them lawful ;. for where there is no Law either com-- 
manding, - or- forbidding, there can þe no tranſgreſlion, and, 
conſequently, that that muſt be lawful which is under na, 
prohubition, 


Now .. 
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To this Objection of theirs falls quite to the ground. 
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(19) | 
' Now to prove the unlawfulneſs of them, they will ven- 
ture ts bring two places of Scripture ; the firlt is, Gala, 
Io. If, Te obſerve Days, and Months, and Times, and Tears ; 
1 an afraid of you., leſt I have beftowed upon_ you labour in 
vain. 


_ "Indeed had this been ſpoken in general of all kind of ob- 
ſerving ſuch Times, it had been to the purpoſe ; but 1t be- 
' Ing plain, both from the ſcope of the Epiſtle, which was to 
_. Prevent their falling into Judaiſm; and the frequent menti- 
on of the Law therein; and alſo from the Context ; that the 
.. Apoſtle here refers to the Jewiſh manner of obſerving ſuch 
Times, ( which it ſeems ſome of the Galatians either had 
done, or were ready to do, having, through the ſeduCtion of 
falſe Teachers crept in among them, been made to believe, 
That the Obſervation of them, together with all other 
| Rites 2nd Ceremonies of the: Moſaick Law, was ſtill in force, 
.the-thing that the Apoſtle blames them for and endeavours 
't2 prevent and bring them off from ) it ſignifies nothing at 
all to the matter.;z and: beſdes I ſhewed you before, i hat 
Origen vindicates -this very place from having any thing 
. contrary to the Chriſtian Feaſts; which though they might 
. be obſerved at the fame-time, yet to quite different Ends 
and Purpoſes, and upon ſeveral and diſtin&t Accounts ; And 


 Theirother Place is, Col. 2.16. Let no Man judg you in 
Meat and Drink, or un reſpett of a: Holy-day, or of the New- 
Moon, or of the Sabbath-days. 


Where it is plain, both -by the mention of the New- 
Moons, and the Sabbaths, and from what he adds in the next 
Verſe, where he calls them a ſhadow of things to come ; 
that the ſame Apoſtle means and intends only the Fewiſh 
Feaſts, :Quatenus Jewiſh, as attended and .celebrated with 
ſuch Rites and Ceremonies, as were all but Types of Chri- 
ſtianity, and therefore now in the preſence: of Chriſtianity 


| | it ſelf ( which is the Body of ſuch Shadows ) to be laid aſide 


as not at all Obligatory. - So that this Text is as mnch 
$D3 to 
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to--the purpoſe as. the former, that is to ſay, nothing at 


do.) becauſe they have been abuſed by the Papiſt, this is 
the moſt childiſh and weakeſt ObjCtion of all ; for if eve- 
ry thing that either is, or hath been abuſed, myſt be pre- 
ſently diſowned and rejected z then we muſt 


the benefit and comfort of its refreſhing Beams, and not 


ſaffer it to ſhine upon us, but run all. into the ſhade, and af- . 


fect nothing but twilight, or a melancholy glimmering dark- 


neſs, ( the true Emblem of Exthuſiaſm ) becanſe it has been 
abuſed to Idolatry. We mult ſtave all our Pipes and Hogs-. 


heads of Wine, as well Spexiſh as French, without the help 
and authority of an enabling ACt, becauſe they have been a- 


buſed to. drunkenneſs. We muſt throw away our very Bi- 


bles, becauſe -they have been, and are ſtil wreſted and per- 


. verted, as well by Seftaries, as Papiſts. Nay, we muft put: 
out our very Eyes, becauſe, ſome have abuſed . them to-- 


Luſt and Wantonneſs. And I know nothing that 
we can keep and enjoy at this rate, but what has ſome way 
or other. been ſubject to Abuſes. Religion and Chriſtiani- 


| ty it felf is. every day abuſed by ſome or other ; what then ? 
. muſt we all ſet up for Atheifts, or tarn Turks, or Infidels, 
becauſe of that ? I hope not. Let us but pnrge and take, 


away the Abuſes, and reſtore Things to- their right, pro- 
per and primitive Uſes, and all will be well enongh. 


. And this Care (God be thanked) our Church has long ſince. . 


taken with reſpect to Holy-days, which fhe has freed from 


all Popiſh, Superſtitions Appendages, as alſo all ather her-. 
wiſe and primitively Chriſtian Conſtitutions, as you may - 
ke in the account ſhe gives of Ceremonies, why ſome be a- 


bolifhed, and others retained ; and, in her Prefaces. before the 
Book of Common-Prayer.- 

Neither can any well object the extravagant and —_ 
portable number of them, ( as amongſt the Papifts ) for 


that is not ſo. great, nor our attendance that is required up- 


on the publick Service on thofe Days, ſo ms renders 


them inconliftent with our other Buſineſſes or wy Af- 
airs, 


But if any will quarrel at our Holy-days ( as I know ſome. 


ut. our the - 
'Sun, if we can, or. ( which is more feaſible ) 'dery our ſelves - 


————— —— ——— ———————— —— 
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fairs, which may well exongh, comply: with them. For if 


we will, we may. Order .and:Contrive them ſo, that they 


may rather be furthered and promoted thereby, than hin- - 


dred ; to be ſure obtain a Blefling, and ſo beceme the more 
comfortable to us. So that I ſee not how upon any account 


' whatſoever, they can truly be ſaid to be unlawful. And if 


they be not unlawful, then certainly by the Rule-of Contra- 
ries, they muſt be lawful ; for there js no Medium that I 
know between lawful- and unlawful Which was the firſt 
thing to be proved. 


.. Secondly, They are not only barely lawful, but they are 
in diverſe Reſpects and upon ſeveral weighty Accounts ve- 
ry-uſeful. They are Teſtimonies of our Thankfulneſs to Al-. 
mighty God for Mercies and Benefits received. They. are 
publick Prefefſions of Chriſtianity, and conduce very. much 
to the Splendor and outward Dignity of our Religion, 
They are forcible Witnefles of ancient Truth ; they pro- 


voke to good Works, and to the exerciſe of all Piety and Vir- - 


tae. They ſet before us the nobleſt Examples, - and are ex-. 
cellent helps of Devotion. They 2re Prelibations and Sha- 


dows of our endleſs Felicity in Heaven ; and on Earth the -- 
moſt generally legible and obvious Regiſters, and moſt ex- - 
tenſive and laſting Records of the moſt remarkable — 

"i 


of Chriſtianity, faited and fitted. to: the _ of 
meaneſt, moſt ſimple,. and moſt vulgar Chriſti 


rate and plain Mans Catechiſm ;. his- Artificial Memory to- 


bring to mind the chief things that were performed by, or - 


happened to our Saviour : they contain the whole Hiſtory 


of our Redemption, the ſeveral Steps and Degrees by which: . 
It. was effected - and perfected. hey are: the Chriſfian- - 
Mans Phyla&teries ; and were it not for the Obſervation of: - 


thefe Days, I am verily. perſwaded, thouſands of the more 


ardinary ſort of People, had never. come to the knowledg 
of many principal things that concern the. Chriſtian Re- - 
l:zgion ; or underſtood any thing of the Lives, Examples and - 
greateſt Acts of the Apoſtles ; ot indeed that . ever there. . 


$; which . 
make. vp by far the. greateſt Number, .and ought therefore - 
the moſt carefully to be provided for. They are- the. illite- - 


2.2. 
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* . were any. ſuch Men in the World, as thoſe, whoſe Names 


andDeeds are-tranſs;nitted and conveyed to them by the meer 
Obſervation of theſe days. And I think we cannot better 
impute the groſs Ignorance that that ſort of .People gene- 
rally labour under at this day, than to the long diſuſe of 
them in the late times, and to our preſent great 
and ſhameful neglect of them. We ſee all means are little 
enough to bring People to a competent knowledg and un- 
derſtanding of their Chriſtianity ; and we need make uſe of 
this, as well as other Helps in Order thereunta, that where 
. others fail, this by Gods bleſſing may take place, and ſo make 
up and ſupply what is-wanting in the etfetualneſs of the 
other. | 
I cannot now ſtand to inſiſt upon Particulars, and ſhew 
you how. every one of them, in its Place and Order, becomes 
ſerviceable to the Purpoſes of Religion ; ( their Colles, 
Epiſtles and Goſpels ſufficiently explain their uſe and mean- 
ing ) for I am ſenſible I have already treſpaſſed upon your 
patience ; and therefore I ſhall haſten to the 
' Third General, which is to ſhew what account we are to 
make of them, and the reſpect and eſteem that we 'are to 
have for them. And furely if they be ſo uſeful as I have 
ſhewn, they may well challenge our Regards, and we ought 
upon that . account to ſet no ſmall Value upon them. And 
ſince Holy Church hath ſet them apart, and taken- them out 
of the heap of Common-days, and advanced them into a 
higher *Rank and Order, to ſerve more excellent Purpoſes, 
we may well, ( mutatis mutanais') here ask Ahbaſuerus's Que- 
ſtion, What ſhall be done.unto the Days which the Church . de- 
tiphterh to honour ? and return. Hamars Anſwer with the 
like Alterations, . Let the Sacerdotal Apparel be brought which 
the Chirch uſeth to'wear at the Times of her ſolemn Miniſtrati- 
ons 3 the Sacred Veftments, the Feſtival Ornaments, and array 
.them withal. Ard let them be attended with Prayers and Prai- 
jes, Hymns and Doxologies, and all other holy Services which 
the Church appoints. Aud let it be proclaimed in every Street, 
1. &. 772 every Iſle of the Church, before all the People, and in 
the preſence of the'whole Conoregation, That thus it ſhall be done 
; Fo the Days which the. Church delighteth to honour. . So that. 
. ds & Wy RN » » CE ER bt's they 
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they having publick notice thereof, may flock in, and fill 


the houſe of God, and add to the Solemnity. | 

And it chiefly and principally belongs to us of the Cler- 
gy to do Hamar's part, and ſee that they have their due Ho- 
nour and Service, according to the Churches Appointment: 
And not only render-it our ſelves, but procure others to do: 
ſo likewiſe. We are frequently to call upon the People; 
and not only deſire, but require their Attendance at Church. 
on theſe Days, to joyn with us- in the Publick Service and 
Worſhip of God. And let none of us-with Haman grudg 
the Office, or do it with an ill-Will, and a forced Comply- 
ance, bur with a ready Mind, with a full purpoſe of Heart ; 
manifeſting a chearful forwardneſs to honor God, to pro- 
mote Religion, to teſtifie our Obedience to the Church, our: 
ſubmiſſive reſpect to our Governors, to diſcharge our Obli- 
gations, and. keep a Conſcience void of Offence, both to- 
wards God and towards Man. That ſo making our Light 
to ſhine before Men, and others ſeeing our good Works, 
may by our Example, be brought to glorifie our Heavenly 
Father. And therefore in the . 


Fourth and. laſt Place, I ſhall apply all; and Earneſtly Ex+ 
hort you all to the conſtant Obſervance of ſo Lawful, ſo Uſe- 
ful, ſo Honourable and Commendable a Service, as you have 
heard the Obſervation of ſuch Holy Days as our Church ap- 
points, Is. 

And to You my Brethren, I hope I need not to uſe many 
Words ; I ſpeak as unto Wiſe Men, You underſtand what I 


ſay ; and I need but mind You of Your Obligations to both - 


Church and State,whoſe Miniſters and SubjedtsWe all are,and 
therein to ſuch as are ſet over us inthe Lord, our Dioceſan in 
particular, whoſe Curates Weall are ; from and under whom 


it is that we have the Charge of all the Souls that belong to 


our reſpective Pariſhes ; who at our Inſtitution, when he in- 
veſts us in our Livings, and commits the Truſt thereof to us, 
does it in theſe Words, Accipe Curam Tuam & Meam. Lec 
us not mule and pore ſo long upon the Ta, as quite to for- 
get the- Meam, We are under a great Miſtake if we think 


to Monopolize and Engrofs all to our ſelves, as.well His. as 
| Qur 


> 


'T Cor. 4» 2. 


Our own Part; the Benefit indeed is Ours, 'but the Office is 
His ; which becauſe He cannot be always perſonally preſent 
in every particular Pariſh of his Dioceſs, is committed to our 
particular Truſt and Care, to do what primarily and princi= 
pally belongs to Him; And 'tis for the ſake of the Latter that 


: we have the Former ; for, Nox datur Beneficium, nifs proprer 


Offcinm. 1f we wilfully negleCt to perform the one in any re- 


.,quiſite and preſcribed Inſtance whatſoever, He may juſtly and 


legally deprive us of the other : for as We are his Subſtitutes, 


' Weare accountable to him for what we do; and we muſt.dso 
.nothing of our own heads without him z but muſt take our 


Inſtruftions for the Management of our ſeveral Cures from 
fach Rules as he propoſes to us, arid which he and the reſt of 


- the Fathers and Governours of the Church, have agreed ſhall 


be the Meaſure of our Obedience and Conformity, to wit, the 


. Canons and Conſtitutions of the Church : Which you ſee He 
: hag hitherto all along made the Ground of his Conferefices, 
. and to theſe it is that he expects our Compliance. He requires 
nothing from us but what we. have already either ſubſcribed 
- or ſworn to ; particularly in the Inſtance before us, we are 
- obliged both by the Rubricks and Canons to obſerve the Holy 
. Days of the Church ; And if, notwithſtanding, we will take 


no Manner of Care about them, but will run away with 
the Benefit without regard to the Office that is incumbent 
upon us, We TJudas-like take the Purſe and betray our 
Maſter. 

It greatly behoves us therefore to be always mindful of 


-our Office, as well as onr Benefice, in every part and parcel 


-. as alſo of that Relation: that we all ſtand in to the 
Church, and ſuch as have the Rule over us in the Lord; 
how that we are no other than the Churches Stewards; 
Now (as the Apoſtle ſays % ) 1+ js required in Stewards, that 4 
man be found faithful, to wit, in the diſcharge of that Truſt 
that is coinmitted to him. And ſince it is one part of our 
Truſt to ſee to the due Obſervation of the Churches Holy- 
days, let us diligently and carefully apply our ſelves to 2 
conſcionable performance of it. Let us neither out of Pride, 
or an over-weening conceit of onr ſelves, think ' our ſelves 


:t00 pood to ſtoop to ſuch Miniſteries ; or out of lazineſs and 


ſloth 


xerdy 


not 


and. 
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"reward that is propounded and held forth to us, if we be 


ſorts of Meg whatſcever 3 but impartially and without re- 
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Yoth,-or;popnler Compliance,.negleft them z much leſs ſaf- | . 
fer: Tthat.tume;-which 7 ery Fg en on thoſe Days in- our 
attendance upon holy Offices, to, be: imployed. in any idle 
Sports and 'Paſtimes,. or: ſuch unlawful Games, as the Ca- 
nons forbid. Let it not for ſhame be ſaid of any Country 
Parſon or Vicar, That he is ſo much addited to Good-Fellow- 
ſhip, .or to his. Country Recreations and. Pleaſures, that on 
Holy-days, when he ſhoald cauſe-a Bell to be toll'd to give. 
his -Pariſhianers riotice to reſort - to Church, to hear Divine 
Service, he is either imbezling-that time in an Ale-houlſe, 
or following his Dogs abroad in the Fields, and. preferting 
the. noiſe and cry of a Pack of Hounds, as much better Mu- 
fick than'a Te Dewm, a Gloria Patri, or any of the Divine 
Hymns and Prayers ef the Church. This ill becomes one in 
Holy Orders to be guilty of any ſuch Enarmity or Irregu- 
larity, at ſuch a time eſpecially, when he ſhould be attend- 
ing his Office; -and I hope there are none here, but_think 


A 


. By thefe and the like ways, we'do in-effect deſecrate and 
unhallow what the Church has made Holy, and degrade and 
depreſs what.ſhe has dignified and advanc'd, and thruſt them 
down into the Rank of Common-Days. By this means it is 
that we not only juſtifie our Adverſaries Attempts to abo- 
Lſh them, but lend our helping-hand thereunto.z and ſo 
give them-occaſion to think, that they-have good reaſon on 
their fide'for what they do, ſince they ſee us, contrary to 
our Obligations, to ſlight and diſregard them. And thus 
by-quitting our Poſt, we tamely deliver them up into the 
Enemies hands, to be treated according to their Mercy, 
which to our Coſt, we have found no better than Cru- 


| Let us conſider the Dignity of pur Office, the weight and 
importance of the Buſineſs we are imployed about, and the 


found faithful. Let us therefore with. St. Paul * magnifie * Rem. 55,13, 


our Office, and not baſely proſtitute it to mean and unwor- 
thy things, -to.the Luſts and Humors of any Man, or any. 


ſpect of-Pepxſons do whatſoever is incumbent upon us. Our 
| by Saviour 


F — % or 
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St, Luke 18.1. Saviour that bids us pray always, and. not to faint-;”and SE. 

1+ Thef. 5+ 17- Paul that bids us pray without ceaſing ; meant'no leſs ſure- 
ly, than that we ſhould embrace and make uſe of every - 
Opportunity that the Chnrch puts into our hands of doing . 
ſo. I muſt confeſs, and am ſenſible, that many of us.here- 
abouts lye under ſome diſcouragement of performing this 
part of our Duty, upon the account of the wretched back- .. 
wardneſs and averſeneſs of our People, generally to appear ar - 
their Pariſh Churches on thoſe Days; and in truth ?cis great 
Pity, and a great Shame t6o, That the beſt Religion ſhould 
have the worſt Votaries ;. but yet this hinders. not, but we 
may do our Part notwithſtanding, their Neglect will. not . 
excuſe ours ; we may however put thenr upon Trial, and by 
the toll of a Bell call them to Church; if they come, we - 
have gain'd our purpoſe; if not, 'we leave them inexcuſable; - 
the fault is theirs, and not ours, {0 long as we fairly in- 
vite them, and are ready to attend our Office. And indeed 
whether they come or no, I think we are obliged to per- 
form the Office ; for if the Church declares in expreſs Words . 
(as 1 am ſure! ſhe do's in the fecond and third Rubricks ar: 
the Erd of the Preface concerning the Service of the Church. )+ 
That all Prieſts and Deacons are to lay dayly the Morning 
and Evening Prayer, either privately or openly, not being 
let by Sickneſs, or ſome other urgent Cauſe. And again, 
thzt if any of the ſaid Prieſts and Deacons be a Curate, that 
is to ſay, one that from and under the Biſhop has the charge 
of a Pariſh, ( for ſo the Word is to be taken in the Chur- 
ckes ſenſe ) he fhall ſay the ſame in the Pariſh Church or 
Chappel where he Miniſtreth, and cauſe a Bell to be tolled 
thereunto a convenient time: before he begin, that the Peo- 


ple may come. to hear God's Word, and to pray with him. 
And if weare to do this daily either privately or openly, 
that is to fay, with Company or without, and by our ſelves 
if we cannot have them ; and that in the Pariſh Church too, 
as the only Place ſet apart for that pnrpoſe, and ſothe moſt. 
proper ; then-much more are we to do this on Holy-days, 
when the Church more eſpecially requires our attendance on. . 
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(27) * 
And let no body think, that the Prayers When: performed 
alone, by the Miniſter, are of no Efficacy or Virtue ; for they 
being the Churches Prayers, intended as a publick Acknow- 
ledgment of her intire ſubjection and ſole Dependance on 
Almiglity Gad ; and an outward viſible Expreſlion of her 
Homage and Allegiance to him'; and a publick Sacrifice of 

"*Praife and Thanksgiving to him for Mercies and Benefits re- 
ceived ; as alſo a Profeſſion of her Faith in him ; a_Teſti- 
mony of the great Eſteem ſhe as for him, and a ſolemn 
Addreſs and Supplication to him' for things needful or con- 

.venient both for the Souls and Bodies of all her: profeſied 
Members ; I ſay, they being all, and-more than this, and of 
a general and publick Concern; if agreeably thereunta 
they be offered up by a Publick Miniſter , one conſtituted 
and appointed by the Church, for that very end and pur- 
Poſe ; and in a publick Place, and at a publick: Time, and 
1n the name of tha whole Church, and on behalf of the Pep- 
ple; 'tis not their abſence however occaſioned, that wall 
render them ineffeCtual, eſpecially to ſuch as have a lawful 
Impediment, and would come if they could. Nay, even 
thoſe that refuſe to come may receive ſome benefit by them, 
for we pray for thoſe that have erred and are deceived, and 

are out of the way, as well as for others, and for the ab- 
ſent as well as for the preſent. And to be ſure no Body will 
be the worſe for the recital of our Office. | 

"Tis not with our Prayers, as it is with our Sermons . In 
theſe we ſpeak and preach to the People, and their preſence 
is eſſential to the very performance ; but in thoſe we ſpeak 
and pray to God ; and though their preſence be upon ſeve- 
ral accounts requiſite, expedient, uſeful and beneficial, nay, 
and in ſome Reſpetts neceſſary too; yet it is not eflential 
and abſolutely neceſlary to our performance, for I hope we 
may pray for Jews, Turks, Infidels, Hereticks , and ſuch: 
whoſe preſence we cannot expect, and for the whole Con- 

Eregation of Chriſtian People diſperſed. thronghout the. 
whole World. Nay, for the aftually excommunicate (that 
they may repent and return ) whom we are not to admit. 


to our Prayers, till they be reconciled to the Church. And 


our: Office, and. 


if ſo, then we may, notwithſtanding, 
E 2 pray 
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for -them that will not pray with 


ſides, *tis methinks a little hard and unreaſonable, that-ſuch 
as would come if: they could, but are hindred by neceffary 


-Occaſions, and fo far are excuſable ; ſhould ſuffer for the 


ſake of thoſe that will not-come , and. be deprived of the 
Benefit of thoſe' Prayers: which we are obliged to put' u 
for them, but-refuſe ſo m_ for this reafon only, becauſe 
we have no body to join with ns. Shall we deny them that 
would, but cannot come, the benefit' of the Churches Pray- 
ers for the fake of thoſe that will'not ? this is to make them 
ſaffer for another's' fault, and in a ſenſe to deſtroy the Righ- 
teons with the Wicked ; which God forbid. So that all 
things conſidered, this is no ſufficient Plea for the negleCt 
of our Office in this particular, which is much better done, 
than left undone. | ts 
And if we ths conſcientiouſly do it_ in Obedience to the. 
Church, and hold on and perſevere in our Duty ; . thongh 
we fail of the deſired Succeſs, yet God is not unrighteous to 
forget our Work and Labour of Love; and it may, pleaſe. 
him in time to turn the Hearts of the Children to the Fa-. 
thers, and the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, and. 
make ready a People prepared for the Lord. But when 
We give over,. all is loſt ; for if We that are God's 'Mini- 
ſters, and ought to attend continually upon this very thing ; 
We that by the nature of our Employment are to ſtand be-. 
tween. God and Men; We that are ordained for Men in- 
things: pertaining to God ; if We lay aſide onr Office, and 
ceaſe to offer up Prayers and Supplications for them, with. 
ſtrong Cryes ard Tears, as-our Saviour did, * Who ſhall 
undertake it on their behalf ? | 
Lef. us. call to mind: the Apoſtles and Primitive Clergy, 
what Difficulties they encountred ” what Obſtruftions and ' 
Impedimerts they met - with in-their Miniſtry ; yet by their _ 
indefatigable Induſtry, by their aſfiduqus and daily Applica- . 
tions , and God's bleſſing upon their haneſt and tincere En-.. 
deavours, they overcame all at laſt. | : 
We have ( beſides the Scripture ) an excellent Ryle to.,, 
guide, us ,. the.. Canons_and Conſtitutions of the: _— 
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I am ſure 'tis our greateſt Security and Wigdom {© to do. 


Afd we have for our further encouragement alſo, an 'excel- 


lent Ruler, our Right Reverend Dioceſan, that will not on. 
his part be wanting to us in any thing, if we do our Duty as 
——_— D__Mepa. ai 
But [ have {aid enqugnh tor my.Part, an haps, as ſome 
may think too much,. yet. not ſo much Ti bye 
the Subject either requires or deſerves: - And therefore 1 
ve.it,to my. Brethren to add whar they think fit, and 


conclude all with a Saying of St. Auguitine, Refte. Feſta Ec. Sim. 253» 


cleſie colunt, qui ſe Ecclefpe Filios recognoſcunt ; i. e. All they 
that own themſelves the Sons of the Church, will rightly 
obſerve the Feſtivals of the Church ; or negatively thus, 
Whoſoever.( having no lawful juſt Impediment, or reaſo-- 
nable Cauſe to the contrary ) does not duly and rightly ob-+. 
ſerve the Churches Holy-days, (whatſoever. he may; pretend) 
he .is no true Son of the Church, 

Now-to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, Glory and. - 
Praiſe, henceforth and for eyermore, Amen. | 


by E = — [od 0 ea $A he - + of : % <4; a tot tit © REIE- Pl. of "OX 634 LS $i. 
Wy EEG. , i o +: 5. 5» vo OD 
"4 - . . ” » LS 7 Nees, 
w JC £74 «6:50 
« - - : £& 
, 2 + ; 
- 
b "Rr . 
P *», Ws - 
” % 


' And ſo long as we keep cloſe to theſe, we'cannot do amiſs ;, 
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'Sermons Printed for Walter Kettilby 
a. the Biſhops Head in St. Paul's 


C burc þ- Tard. 


"JR. Calamy's Sermon, September 9th. gto. _ 
; A Sermon Preached by a Coutitry Parfon Sep- 
tember theigth. 4to. r633- | 
Achitophel's Policy Defeated ; a Sermon Preached Sep- 
rember the 9th. gto. 1683. | 
Mr. M:!bourne's Sermon, September 9th. 4to. £17 
Mr. Powel's Religious Rebel ; a Sermon Preached Sep- 
tember the 9th. 
Mr. Pain's 2 Sermons, September the 9th. and Fan.zoth. 
4to. 
-Dr. Smith's Sermon at Norwich, September the 9th. 4to. 
' Mr. Wag#aff's Sermon, September the 9th. 4to. | 
'Mr. Wagfaff's Sermon before the Lord Mayor. 1684 


4to. | 

Dr. Bisbies Sermon, Proſecution no Perſecution, Preach- 
ed at St. Edmunds Bury-in Suffolk, 4to. 

s Modern Phartfees. qto. 

s 2. Sermons 4to. 


Dr. Butler's Sermon before the King at Windſor. g4to. 
Mr. Batte/'s Sermon at the Afilizes at Hartford. 4to. 
Mr. Borafton's Sermon of Juſtice and Charity. 4to. 
'Mr. Brown's Viſitation Sermon. 4to. 


Dr. Calamy's 


De. Cots Serton before the Lord Mayor, Meyageh:” 
1682. 


— Sermon before the Lord Mayor , September 


the 3orh. 1682. 
s Sermon before the Lord Mayor, Pepin, a 
1684. 0. | 
Mr. Cutlove's 2 Aſlize Sermons. qto. _ 
Mr. Evan's Sermon before the Lord Mayor a about Ke 
Aeration. to. 
| Dr. Fowler's Sermon at Glouceſter. qto. 
Mr, Fox's Sermon at the Herefagd/hire Feaſt: PIE 


Mr. Foſter's Sermon at the Afſies at Rechefter.. 4fo. : 


Mr. Gipp's.3 Sermons. 4qto. - 


—— ——-Gaskarth's Sermon at thi Funeral of the Duke 


of Lauderdale. qto. 
Gaſcarth's Sermon before the Lord Biſhop of Bri- 
Fol, Oftob. 3oth 1684. 4qto. 


Dr. Bridges s Sermon before the Lord Mayor, Novem + 


ber 5th. 1684. 4to. 
Dr. Hick's Semen of Temptggion. 4to. 
s Sermon at the Act at Oxford. qto. 


Dez. gto. 
s Sermon of Perſecution. qto. - 
s Sermon at the 7ork/hire Feaſt... qto- 


——&-£ Sermon at the Spittle, 4to. 
s Sermon Preached at Worceffer , May 20th. 


1684. 


Mr. Scott s Sermon. before the Lord Mayor, December ; 


I6:h, 1683. 4to. 

s Sermon at Dr. Crour's Funeral. ' 

Mr. Hoptin's Sermon before the Lord Mayor. :4to. 
'Mr. Jnett's Affize Sermon at: Warwick, 4to» - 


Mr.:. 


s Sermon before the Lord Mayor , Peculium - 


s Sermon before the Lord Mayor, Fan. 30th. _=_ 
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